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Educators on their many years of unparalleled 
success and wish them well and best wishes 
as they continue to educate our children. 
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RECOGNIZING THE DEDICATED 
SERVICE OF VICKIE B. MULLINS 
TO NORTHWEST FLORIDA 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2013 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the service of Vickie B. 
Mullins upon her retirement from UF/IFAS 
Santa Rosa County Extension as the 4–H 
Agent for Youth Development. For over forty 
years, Mrs. Mullins has served the Gulf Coast 
community, and I am privileged to recognize 
her success and myriad achievements. 

From a very young age, Mrs. Mullins has 
called Northwest Florida home. Born in Anda-
lusia, Alabama, Mrs. Mullins and her family 
moved in 1955 to Pensacola, Florida, where 
she graduated from Woodham High School 
and Pensacola Junior College. She continued 
her studies at Florida State University, receiv-
ing both a bachelor’s and master’s degree in 
Home Economics Education. Upon graduation, 
Mrs. Mullins performed post graduate work at 
Mississippi State University and the University 
of Mississippi. 

Leading up to her career as a 4–H Agent, 
Mrs. Mullins served the Gulf Coast in numer-
ous capacities. She worked in the Escambia 
County School System from 1972 to 1973, 
taught in the Amory and Nettleton School Dis-
tricts, served as the Mississippi State Board of 
Health Nutritionist, and directed and taught the 
Nettleton First Baptist Church Weekday Early 
Education Program. She was also an adjunct 
instructor at Pensacola Junior College and the 
University of West Florida and the Culinary 
Arts Instructor at Locklin Vocational Technical 
School 1993–1997, where she was selected 
as the Locklin Teacher of the Year. In 1973, 
Mrs. Mullins joined the Escambia County Ex-
tension Service and became the first Ex-
panded Food and Nutrition Education Program 
Youth Agent in Escambia County. She later 
joined the Mississippi Extension Service in 
1979, and in 1997, Mrs. Mullins joined the UF/ 
IFAS Santa Rosa County Extension, where 
she has served the last fifteen years as a 4– 
H Agent. 

If there is one common thread sewn 
throughout her professional career, it is Mrs. 
Mullins’ passion and dedication for bettering 
the lives of those around her. The positive im-
pact Mrs. Mullins has made on the lives of our 
Nation’s youth is unquestioned, and it is evi-
denced by the numerous accolades she has 
earned over the years. These include the Flor-
ida and National Extension Distinguished 
Service Award, the Florida and National Ex-
tension Meritorious Service Award, the Re-
gional and National Power of Youth Award, 
the State, Regional, and National Beyond 
Youth Leadership Award, and the National 4– 
H Program of Distinction Award. 

Mr. Speaker, I extend my gratitude to Vickie 
Mullins for her years of dedicated service to 
Northwest Florida. She is an inspiration to 
those around her, and we in Northwest Florida 
are blessed to have her as part of the commu-
nity. My wife Vicki joins me in wishing Vickie; 

her husband Dan; their three children Katie, 
Sarah, and Jackson; and their entire family all 
the best for continued success. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 100TH YEAR AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE BLESSING 
OF THE GRAPES CEREMONY AT 
THE HOLY TRINITY ARMENIAN 
CHURCH 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2013 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Holy Trinity Armenian Church 
during their celebration of the 100th Blessing 
of the Grapes ceremony. This is a very special 
time for the Armenian community as they 
gather on this holy day. 

The blessing of grapes is a special tradition 
within the Armenian Church. The ceremony 
takes place on a major feast day, ‘‘Assumption 
of St. Mary’’ which is a celebration of St. Mary 
being assumed into Heaven. Grapes have a 
symbolic significance in the Christian faith, 
and on this day they are considered to be for-
bidden fruit before being blessed by the Priest 
at the closing of the ceremony. 

Holy Trinity Armenian Church is an historical 
landmark in Fresno, California. The first Arme-
nian Church was destroyed in a fire in 1913, 
and the Holy Trinity Armenian Church was 
built at an alternate location. Armenian archi-
tect, Lawrence Cone, created the magnificent 
church as a sacred place for the Armenian 
community. It was the first traditional Arme-
nian Church in the United States. 

The Central Valley is home to thousands of 
Armenians, and as a community we must also 
celebrate the 100 year anniversary of the Holy 
Trinity Armenian Church. They have made ev-
erlasting contributions to the City of Fresno, 
and our entire country. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the 100th Year Anniversary of 
the Blessing of the Grapes Ceremony at the 
Holy Trinity Armenian Church. Their mission to 
provide an infinite amount of faith, hope, and 
love to the public is highly respected and 
praised. 
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COMMEMORATING THE 150TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF MASONIC LODGE 
422 

HON. BILL FOSTER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2013 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the 150th anniversary of Ma-
sonic Lodge 422 of Joliet, Illinois. Tracing their 
founding to the Civil War, the 250 members of 
Masonic Lodge 422 recently celebrated the 
longevity of their fraternal organization, and re-
flected on its early days in the Chicago neigh-
borhood of Hyde Park. 

Throughout history, Freemasons have dedi-
cated their lives to cultivating good moral char-
acter both within themselves and their commu-
nities. They have consistently involved them-
selves in a variety of charitable causes, in 
their belief that one of their important roles is 

to do good for society. The charitable commit-
ments of the Joliet Freemasons include valu-
able medical services like the Illinois Masonic 
Medical Center and the Shriners Hospital for 
Children, as well as contributions to affiliated 
women and children’s advocacy groups. 

Over the years, Masonic Lodge 422 has 
maintained steady membership and has re-
mained devoted to restoring the charitable and 
philosophic legacy of old Masonic orders. 
Members of those old orders include our 
founding fathers George Washington, Thomas 
Jefferson, and Benjamin Franklin, whose 
prominence, accomplishments, and positive in-
fluence remain a motivational force for con-
temporary Freemasons. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in not only honoring Masonic Lodge 422, but 
also in wishing this shining example of tradi-
tion, resilience, and generosity many more 
years of existence. 
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TRIBUTE TO ABBIE BURANNICE 
BENN AND JACK BENN 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2013 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit the following Proclamation: 

Whereas, On December 29, 1881, the union 
of Abbie Burannice Benn and Jack Benn in 
Morgan County, Georgia, blessed us with de-
scendants that have helped to shape our na-
tion; and 

Whereas, to this union fourteen children 
were born; Carrie Benn, Emma Benn, John 
Benn, Jack Benn, Willie Benn, Anderson 
Benn, Birder Benn, Joseph Benn, Elbert Benn, 
Lula Benn, Corlor Benn, Mattie Benn, Arthur 
Benn and Rosey Benn; and from the children 
of Abbie and Jack Benn, and we have seen 
and are seeing generations of many well re-
spected citizens, so today we honor all of the 
matriarchs and patriarchs, who are pillars of 
strength for the Benn, Brinkley and Randolph 
families; and 

Whereas, in our beloved Fourth Congres-
sional District of Georgia, we are honored to 
have many members of the Benn, Brinkley 
and Randolph families who are productive citi-
zens in our District; and 

Whereas, family is one of the most honored 
and cherished institutions in the world, we 
take pride in knowing that families such as the 
Benn, Brinkley and Randolph families have set 
aside this time to fellowship with each other, 
honor one another and to pass along history 
to each other by meeting at this year’s family 
reunion in Georgia; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize the Benn, Brinkley 
and Randolph families; 

Now Therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHN-
SON, Jr., do hereby proclaim, July 20, 2013, as 
Benn, Brinkley & Randolph Family Reunion 
Day in the 4th Congressional District. 

Proclaimed, This 20th day of July, 2013. 
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